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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, DOMESTIC RELATIONS 

DIVISION 
 
IN RE:           ) 

     ) 
PETER MATT,            )  Case No: 2016 D 9534 
           ) 
  Petitioner,        ) 
 and          ) 

     ) 
MEGAN MASON,              )  Calendar: 23 
           ) 
  Respondent.        ) 
 
 

PETITION FOR RULE TO SHOW CAUSE AND FOR A FINDING OF INDIRECT 
CIVIL CONTEMPT 

 
NOW COMES the Guardian ad litem, MICHAEL IAN BENDER, of CAESAR & 

BENDER, LLP, and pursuant to 750 ILCS 5/506, asks this Honorable Court to issue a Rule to 

Show Cause against Respondent, MEGAN MASON (“MEGAN”), to show cause why she should 

not be held in indirect civil contempt for her contumacious disregard of this Court’s November 16, 

2021 Order, and in support thereof states as follows: 

1. On June 6, 2019, this Honorable Court appointed MICHAEL IAN BENDER as 

Guardian ad litem in this matter. A true and correct copy of the June 6, 2019 Order is attached 

hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. On November 16, 2021, this Honorable Court entered an order that states in pertinent 

part as follows:  

“4. Respondent, Megan Mason, owes Michael Bender $4,629.75 for fees 
incurred through October 7, 2021. Megan Mason shall pay Michael Bender 
$500 per month until the $4,629.75 is paid in full. Said payments shall begin 
on December 15, 2021 and shall continue on the 15th of each month 
thereafter.” 
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Go to http://www.cookcountycourt.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=G7A8KAcSi8E%3d&portalid=0
     to get more information and Zoom Meeting IDs.
Remote Court Date: No hearing scheduled
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A true and correct copy of the November 16, 2021 Order is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
 

3. MEGAN has paid $50.00 towards the November 16, 2021 Order and is in violation in 

the amount of $2,950.00.  

4. A finding of indirect civil contempt requires proof of a valid court order and a 

willful violation of that order. Cetera v. DiFilippo, 404 Ill.App.3d 20, 41 (2010). The burden 

initially falls on the opposing party to show a violation of a court order by a preponderance of the 

evidence. Id. The burden then shifts to the alleged contemnor to show that the violation was not 

willful or contumacious and that he had a valid reason for noncompliance. Id. 

5. A Rule should issue against MEGAN, and she show cause, if any, as to why she should 

not be held in indirect civil contempt of court for her failure to comply with this Honorable Court’s 

Order. Said Rule should be returnable instanter. 

WHEREFORE, the Guardian ad litem, MICHAEL IAN BENDER, asks this Honorable 

Court for the following relief: 

A. Enter an Order instanter issuing a Rule to Show Cause for MEGAN MASON to show 

cause, if any, why she should not be held in indirect civil contempt of court for her violation of the 

November 16, 2021 Order; 

B. Cause MEGAN MASON to demonstrate as to why she should not be held in indirect 

civil contempt of court; 

C. Find MEGAN MASON in willful indirect civil contempt and set a $2,950.00 purge; 

D. Remand MEGAN MASON to custody of the Sheriff of Cook County; and 
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E. For any and all other relief this Honorable Court deems just and equitable. 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
/s/ Michael Ian Bender   
Guardian ad litem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Ian Bender CAESAR & BENDER, LLP 
Guardian ad litem  
150 N Michigan Ave., Suite 2130 
Chicago, Il 60601 
(312) 236-1500 
Attorney No.: 63030  
service@caesarbenderlaw.com 
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VERIFICATION 
 

Under the penalties as provided by law pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109 of the Illinois Code 
of Civil Procedure, the undersigned verifies that the statements set forth in this pleading are true 
and correct, except to matters therein stated to be on information and belief, and as to such matters, 
the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to be true. 
 

/s/ Michael Ian Bender  
Guardian ad litem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Ian Bender CAESAR & BENDER, LLP 
Guardian ad litem 
150 N Michigan Ave., Suite 2130 
Chicago, Il 60601 
(312) 236-1500 
Attorney No.: 63030  
service@caesarbenderlaw.com 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION 

 
IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF:  ) 
      ) 
PETER MATT,     ) 
  Petitioner,    ) 
      )  Case No. 2016 D 9534 
and       )   
      ) 
MEGAN MASON,     )  Calendar: 23 
  Respondent.    ) 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
TO:  Christopher D. Wehrman     Megan Mason  

Katz, Goldstein & Warren     
 2345 Waukegan Road, Suite 150   
 Bannockburn, Illinois 60015    

cwehrman@kgwlaw.com      
       

 On July 5, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard, I shall appear 
before the Honorable Judge Robert Johnson, via Zoom ID: 934-9022-2003; Password: 543296; 
and then and there present the attached “Petition for Rule to Show Cause and for a Finding of 
Indirect Civil Contempt” 
 

 
 /s/ Michael I. Bender   

             Michael I. Bender    
Michael I. Bender  
Guardian ad litem 
CAESAR & BENDER, LLP  
150 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 2130  
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 236-1500  
Attorney No. 63030  
service@caesarbenderlaw.com  
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 The undersigned hereby certifies under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to 
735 ILCS 5/1-109 that the above notice and attached pleading(s) or other documents to which 
relates it relates has been served via email, upon the parties at which the addresses set forth above, 
before the hour of 5:00 p.m. on June 20, 2022.  

 
    /s/ Talia Spungen   

                Talia Spungen  
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